The Viethnam War: A Historical Reader
Vocabulary List

The words are in the order that they appear in the book, but not necessarily in the order that we’ll cover
the selections. Copy the definitions as we read the stories from the text. The words come from the
following stories and poems:

Ambush, 10 Poetry, 119 Resisting the Draft, 184

If | Die in a Combat Zone, 56 Two Poems, 187 The My Lai Massacre, 240

A Piece of My Heart, 101 Letters Home, 108 Born on the Fourth of July, 198
Ambush

ambush, 11

peril, 12

If | Die in a Combat Zone
satchel, 58

induction, 58

deferments, 59

abstention, 61

A Piece of My Heart
sniper, 102

incapacitated, 103

catheters, 103



sundry, 103

triage area, 104

ambubags, 105

decapitated, 106

tracheotomy, 106

WAVES, 107

Poetry
detonate, 121

reveille, 121

Victor Charlie, 123

Two Poems
seared, 188



Dear America: Letters Home from Vietnam
Quantico, 113

desolate, 114

Resisting the Draft

**No words**

The My Lai Massacre

stronghold, 240

perpetrated, 240

court-martialed, 240

noncommissioned, 241

hootch, 242

gook, 244

Born on the Fourth of July
pandemonium, 203



